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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To assure continuity with an image having 
already been coded in the case of applying appending to the recording 
medium and to conduct coding processing with little image quality 
deterioration. 

SOLUTION: This image signal coder applies variable-length coding 
processing to a digitized image signal and records information generated 
as a result to the recording medium 16. A recording medium 16 is 
provided with coding parameter processing circuits 32, 34 that read 
control parameters recorded in a prescribed area of the recording 
medium 16 at start of coding and that conduct coding processing by the 
use of the control parameters as initial parameters, and that records a 
final control parameter to a prescribed area of the recording medium at 
the end of coding and to have the coding processing terminated. 
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